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tEPORT OF THE CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE (A/CONF.62/44 and Corr.1)} 

The PRESIDENT invited the Conference to take note of the report of the 
Credentials Committee (A/CUNF,62/44 and Corr.1). Since the suvmission of that report, 
the credentials of Argentina, Turkey and the Bahamas had been received. 

The Conference took note of the report of the Credentials Committee 
LA/CONP. 62/44 and Corr.1). 
i IME, PLACE AND DURATION CF THE NEXT SESSION 

The PRESIDENT said that the General Committee recommended that the fourth 

session of the Conference be held in New York from 29 March - 21 May 1976, and that 


n decision regarding a fifth session be held over until the fourth session. It also 


recommended that the General Assembly be asked to give the highest priority to the 
work of the Conference. He sugrested that the Conference adopt those recommendations. 
ltarther, since the Secretariat would require advance notice if it were decided 
so hold a fifth session, he suggested that the General Assembly be asked to authorize 
Lhe Secretary-General to make the necessary arrangements for a further session in 1976 
if the Conference found one necessary. 
it was so decided. 
<JESTION OF INTER-SESSIGNAL ARRANGEMENTS FOR INFORMAL CONSULTATIONS AND NEGOTIATIONS 
The PRESIDENT said that any groups wishing to hold informal consultations 
during the inter-sessional period should notify the Secreteriat as soon as possible. 
se sharea the view, widely supportea in the General Committee, that it would do more 
£0 advance the work .f the Conference if inter-sroup consultations, rather than 
consultations withi:. .ndividual greups, were held. The Secretariat would, however, 
require authority tc make the necessary financial provision for such consultations. 
Mx. HALL (Executive Secretary) said that on the basis of the information 
received by the Secretariat concerning proposed informal consultations, the estimated 
ost of providing interpretation facilities for consultations covering the equivalent 
:f a period of eight weeks was approximately 450,000. 
The PRESIDENT suggested that the Conference request the Secretary-General 
io take the necessary steps, under the relevant rules laid down by the General Assembly, 
io secure the allocation of funds to cover the cost of the services in question. 


it was so decided. 
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SINGLE NEGOTIATING TEXTS 

The PRESIDENT said that the chairmen of the three Committees had each 
drafted a single negotiating text (A/CONF.62/WP.8/Parts I, II and III). Those texts 
were not intended to be the subject of discussion, but merely to provide a basis for 
negotiation. He thanked the Chairmen for discharging that onerous task, and the 
Secretariat for assisting them in their work. 

Mr. ENGO (United Republic of Cameroon), Chairman of the First Committee, 
said that, in the absence of any introduction to the text prepared for his Committee 
(A/CoNr.62/vP.8/Part I), he had circulated a mimeographed document to delegations 
outlining the content of the text and explaining the reasoning behind his decisions. 

Mr. YANKOV (Bulgaria), Chairman of the Third Committee, said that the 
single negotiating texts were not an end in themselves, but rather an indication that 
the Conference had reached a turning point, and an expression of its will to negotiate. 

In preparing the text for his Committee, he had taken full account of all the 
proposals before it, and had tried to respect the frequently conflicting views as 
fully as possible. That had been no easy matter and he alone was responsible for the 
choices which had had to be made. He had also kept very much in mind that the text . 
was intended only as a basis for negotiation; it had not been his intention to change 
the status of delegations' proposals and the text was in no way to be regarded as a 
compromise. 

Mr. ZHGERS (Chile) said that, since it would be almost a year before the 
fourth session of the Conference was held, it would be useful if governments could 
know in advance of any comments which other governments might wish to make. He 
suggested that the Secretariat might undertake to circulate such comments to 
participants in the Conference. 

The PRESIDENT pointed out that financial provision would have to be made 
for that work. 

Mr. STEVENSON (United States of America) said that, while he welcomed the 
Chilean representative's suggestion, he feared there might be some risk of 
proliferation of amendments. He was concerned that States might tend to suggest 
amendments individually rather than jointly, after consultation, which would impede 
the negotiations. 

_Mr. HALL (Executive Secretary) said there was no budgetary provision for a 
- large volume of translation and reproduction of documents after the end of the current 
session and the Secretariat was not in a position to predict the amount of 
documentation that would be involved. The cost per 100 pages would be approximately 
$15,000. 
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23 ORESIDENT suggested that delegations should themselves assume 


sceponsibility for cireuleting their comments. 


os Se ge ees 
ClaTEMENT BY Ti raesive 

Tho Zales said that the Groun of 77, through its Chairman and the 
Chairmen of the ifricen, islan and Latin American Groups, hed expressed to him its 
ereve concern at certain pronouncements made in responsible quarters to the effect 
siiaty ir the Conference filed to venciude a treaty, unilateral action would be taken 
+ tne exploration aud exploitation of the mineral resources of the sea—bed. 
Lituough no time-limit had been set for the coninusion of © treaty, such categoricel 


statements were disturbing to tne Greun of 77, none of whose members had the capacity 


bo corry cut ceep sen coeretions 
it would teke time to sonelude « treaty and, in his view, there had not been a 
lapse of time sufficient to justify unilateral action. He therefore appealed to all 


sbetves bo refrain from taking any such action ard to restrain their nationals from 


aging SC, anu fron jyeopamiizcing the conclusion cf a just and universally acceptable 


The Docleration of Princivles covernins the Sea-Bcod and the Ocean Floor, and the 
subsoil Thersor, beyorud tio Limite of Nationel Jurisdiction, adopted in 
refered assenbly resolutions 27.49 (XXV) and 2576 (XXIV), should, notwithstanding 

min réservetions msintrined dy sume States, serve as ar. earnest of good faith 
anbidl such time as a treaty wes concludeu or tne vatience cf the international 
rompunity was cai voyond endurance. Vi. re waa too much «. stake to imperil the 


saibsome py precipitate action. 


sis apooal wes not to be interoreted as « vriticism of any State or person, and 
trusted that it weald net sive rise to aebete. He was indebted to the 


upyap of 77 Tor reisine the matter tnrouch hin, rether than by the more formal method 
submitting « resoiuticn, and ne saw tnat ss or andicvceticr of its desire to avoid a 
aoe Giscusslon. 
me otne rollowin: sbetement, which the Group of Landlocked ana 
Goorgrapnicolly Diandvanteged States hed nsked him to communicate to the Conference: 
“loeeb Peo. con supeal not ta take unilateral action in the international 
myo ny, ble sroup of d:nd-iovked and veogrepnically disaivantagied States appeals 
- adil Stetes not te: teke any unilateral or cther measures which would extend 
riionai jurisdiction beyond ié2é nauticel miles befor2 the Third United Nations 
anferenc.: on bie pew of the Sea has completed its work." 
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He also read out a telegram from the President of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Environmental Programne, quoting the text of a decision reached by 
the Governing Council, in which the Conference was urged to give high priority to the 
inclusion, in the treaty under consideration, of effective provisions for the 
protection of the marine environment. 
CLOSURE OF THE SESSION 

The PRESIDENT thanked the Secretariat for the high quality of its services 

and expressed his gratitude to the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, 
the Executive Secretary of the Conference and the Director of the United Nations 
Office at Geneva for their help and guidance. 

He then declared the third session of the Third United Nations Conference on the 


Law of the Sea closed. 


The meeting rose at 10.55 a.m. 
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